
                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARITIME SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) 
TRAINING COURSES 

A part of BMT in Energy and Environment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Satellite communications systems are a key 
component of the GMDSS system 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The GMDSS system comprises a complex array of 
components which together enable global ship to 

shore communications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SART beacons are useful location devices under 
GMDSS, having an unmistakable S-band radar paint  

GMDSS Coast Station 
Operators (GMDSS CSO) 
Training 
 
 
Course Content 
 
·  Effective communications, verbal and non-verbal  

·  Telephone procedure 

·  Radio Telephony procedure 

·  Radio wave propagation  

·  Radio telephone voice technique  

·  Prowords and the language of radio telephony  

·  Routine communications procedure and regulations 

·  Distress, Urgency and Safety procedure and regulations  

·  Shore station watch keeping  

·  GMDSS Overview  

·  GMDSS Sea areas  

·  Overview of GMDSS equipment systems  

·  GMDSS equipment requirements for vessels  

·  Shore station GMDSS obligations  

·  Digital Selective Calling (DSC) 

·  Satellite Communications  

·  COSPAS/SARSAT & GEOSAR 

·  NAVTEX 

·  SART 

·  EPIRBS 

·  Implications of GMDSS for SAR operations 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Objectives  
 
BMT Cordah Ltd’s GMDSS 
communications courses are 
designed to ensure the SAR 
student has a knowledge of radio 
and GMDSS systems equal to that 
of his/her seafaring counterparts.  
It is critical to recognise differing 
procedure between shore based 
and ship based operations and 
procedure.  By the end of the 
course the students will 
understand the principles of voice 
communications as well as 
understanding how the various 
parts of the GMDSS system 
integrate to support safety at sea.  
BMT Cordah Ltd’s course is 
designed to parallel the GMDSS 
General Operators Certificate 
qualification in which is a 
requirement for seafarers. 
 
Course Length 
 
The standard course length 
consists of 12 working days.  This 
duration assumes that students do 
not have any experience in 
carrying out maritime GMDSS 
radio communications.   

Target Audience  
 
This course is designed for SAR 
Officers posted to work in Maritime or 
Aeronautical Rescue Co-ordination 
Centres (MRCC or ARCC) where 
direct communications are initiated 
from the RCC. 
 
It will also be suitable for Officers 
posted to Coast Radio Stations and 
operate in parallel to the RCC 
personnel.   
 
Course Variations 
 
The course highlighted in this 
brochure is the standard GMDSS 
course.  The course can be tailored 
to meet the needs of any customer, 
by varying the duration and content.   
 
BMT Cordah Ltd are able to modify 
the course to suit Officers who are for 
example transferring to a coast 
station from a career at sea.  In this 
case the course would assume an 
extensive experience in GMDSS and 
would focus on a conversion course 
of 5 days in duration to cover 
alternative and additional knowledge 
and skills required of a Coast Station 
Operator. 
 
A three day GMDSS overview course 
is available for senior managers and 
those who might need a basic 
understanding of the subject area. 
 
BMT would be able to introduce 
elements of practical GMDSS 
equipment operation if the customer 
had access to a suitable training     

simulator or training equipment. 
 
Previous Knowledge and 
Experience Required 
 
For the standard GMDSS course  
students will not require to have any 
previous maritime communications 
skills.  
 
 
Additional Courses 
 
BMT Cordah Ltd also offer SAR Co-
ordination training in the following 
subjects; 
 
·  SAR Mission Co-ordination 

·  Search Planning  

·  SAR Administration  

·  On Scene Co-ordinator  

·  Chart work  

·  Navigation  

·  General Maritime 

 
Further Information 
 
If you require any further information 
on this course or any of the training 
or services offered by BMT Cordah 
Ltd please get in contact with Tim 
Parker at the Southampton address 
below.  

Geostationary satellites provide near global 
radio communications for GMDSS 

 
Ground station interfaces form a key part of the GMDSS System 

 

BMT Cordah Ltd  
Scotstown Road  
Bridge of Don 
Aberdeen  
AB23 8HG 
 
Tel   +44 (0) 1224 414200 

BMT Cordah Ltd  
Grove House, 
7 Ocean Way, 
Southampton SO14 3TJ 
 
 
Tel +44 (0) 2380 232222 
 

www.bmtcordah .com  
 
Email: enquiries@bmtcordah.com 


