
                                                                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARITIME SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) 

A part of BMT in Energy and Environment 

Establishing, Improving 
and Managing Search and 
Rescue Capability 
 
·  Analysis of SAR risk within a National Search and Rescue Region (SRR) 

·  Specifying the building design and equipment fit for Maritime Rescue Co-
ordination Centres (MRCC) and Sub-Centres (MRSC) 

·  Specify the nature and capacity of SAR communications networks to 
cover the SRR and functionality of Information Management Systems 
(IMS) 

·  Design and implement SAR Officer specialist recruitment strategies  

·  Carry out SAR Asset (airborne and seaborne Search and Rescue Units 
(SRUs)) capability and availability modelling using BMTs own software  

·  Design and implementation of National SAR Procedures or SAR 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) based on IMO’s Global SAR 
Plan 

·  Carry out Training Needs Analysis (TNA) projects and design SAR 
Officer competence profiles  

·  Design and Deliver programmes of new and refresher SAR officer 
training courses based on key SAR competences and IMO Model SAR 
Courses 

·  Supply of BMT Cordah Ltd’s world renowned Search and Rescue 
Information System (SARIS) to determine search areas and efficient 
search area coverage solutions  

·  Supply of BMT Cordah Ltd’s Oil Spill Information System (OSIS) to 
determine the likely drift and vulnerable coastline to oil slick movement  

·  Advise on upgrading existing SAR Organisations and resources or on 
building new SAR services  

·  Planning, designing and implementing SAR exercises in either table top 
or live formats, and developing organisational learning strategies aimed 
at promoting best practice 

·  Advising on the format and content of both national domestic and 
international Memoranda of Understanding to govern operations between 
organisations and nations  

·  Software to simulate manoeuvring vessels during distress and navigating 
in congested waterways 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAR Resource availability and capability software is 

a key feature of planning for SAR response 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Rescue Co-ordination Centre – the hub of SAR 
operations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Staff Training events – an essential tool in 
developing competence 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Search Planning support software, SARIS, in 
action 

 The SAR Management Process  

 

How we are helping our clients  
 
·  BMT Cordah Ltd completed a 

three month project to update 
and re-write the SAR 
Operational procedures manual 
for the Abu Dhabi Emergency 
Support Committee (ADESCO) 
in March 2007 

 
·  BMT Cordah Ltd currently 

supplies it’s Search and Rescue 
information system (SARIS) in   
version 3.0 format to over 20 
customers customers in 15 
countries worldwide 

 
·  BMT undertook the SAR Risk 

assessment for the tidal River 
Thames.  This study fulfilled 
some of the judicial 
recommendations following the 
Marchioness disaster enquiry 
and resulted in the inauguration 
of Thames Coastguard Rescue 
Co-ordination Centre along with 
substantial lifeboat cover for the 
river 

 
·  First ever commercial Search 

Planning Training Course 
delivered in the UK in February 
2007 

 
·  BMT’s SAR Asset Availability 

and capability modelling system 
is currently being used in the 
UK to inform the MCA and 
MOD’s joint SAR helicopter 
harmonisation strategy which 
will be implemented in 2012 

About us  
 
BMT Cordah Ltd is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of British Maritime 
Technology, and a member company 
of the Energy and Environment 
Division.  British Maritime 
Technology is a British Registered 
Company with a turnover of £85m 
(2005/06) and net assets of £53.9m.  
There are a total of 1,077 staff 
working in the 30 companies and 
subsidiary companies across the 
world.  BMT is currently active on 
projects in some 35 countries and it’s 
turnover has increased nearly 10-fold 
over the past 20 years. 
 
BMT Cordah Ltd is an acknowledged 
world leader in the development of 
marine environmental software 
systems, consultancy and training for 
Search and Rescue, emergency 
pollution response, oil/gas and 
chemical offshore and coastal 
discharges, and shipping operations.  
The Group collaborates closely with 
university and academic institutes as 
well as Government Departments to 
bring the products of R&D to fruition.   
 
The subsidiary maintains a highly 
qualified staff of marine scientists, 
software engineers and experienced 
search and rescue professionals 
working with the latest generation of 
software development tools.  The key 
focus of the development activity 
over the past few years has been 
handling of large spatial-temporal 
datasets, linking of dynamic 
modelling output with GIS, and the  

 
 
parameterisation of marine 
environmental data such as 
met/ocean sets to achievable end-
user performance on standard PC 
computers. 
 
Over the past year BMT Cordah Ltd 
has developed training expertise in 
the Search and Rescue field, 
employing experienced SAR Mission 
Co-ordinators and ex RCC 
Managers.  Recent work includes   
 
Recent work includes a search 
planning training course delivered for 
students in NW Europe including 
Germany, The Netherlands, Belgium, 
Denmark, The Faroe Islands and the 
UK. 
 
BMT Cordah Ltd also chairs a 
working committee which seeks to 
join up the wider SAR experience 
and capability across the BMT Group 
of Companies. 

BMT Cordah Ltd  
Scotstown Road  
Bridge of Don 
Aberdeen  
AB23 8HG 
 
Tel   +44 (0) 1224 414200 

BMT Cordah Ltd  
Grove House, 
7 Ocean Way, 
Southampton SO14 3TJ 
 
 
Tel +44 (0) 2380 232222 
 

www.bmtcordah.com  
 
Email: enquiries@bmtcordah.com 


